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FIRE-SAFE CIGARETTES

Why Fire-Safe Cigarettes Are Important

o Cigarettes are the leading cause of residential fire fatalities in the United States, resulting in 700
to 900 deaths,' approximately $400 million in property damage,” and $4 billion in total economic
loss (including health care, lost productivity, and pain and suffering) each year.> Cigarette fires
are most often caused when a lit cigarette is forgotten or dropped by a smoker.* The cigarette
can then smolder for hours between seat cushions, on a bed, or on a carpet until it causes the
material to catch fire.

o Fire-safe cigarettes are less likely to ignite when left unattended, which reduces the risk of
cigarette fires. By reducing tobacco related fires, legislation requiring fire-safe cigarettes saves
lives.”

What are Fire-Safe Cigarettes?

e Fire-safe cigarettes are less likely than conventional cigarettes to ignite substances such as
bedding, furniture, and carpet. They will self-extinguish before burning their entire length if not
“puffed” for an extended period of time.°

e Most commonly, cigarette manufacturers use bands of less porous paper to create “speed
bumps.” When left unattended, the tobacco will burn down to one of these speed bumps and
self-extinguish.’

e Fire-safe cigarettes must meet a cigarette fire safety performance standard established by the
American Society for Testing and Materials.®

e Fire-safe cigarettes are also known as self-extinguishing cigarettes, low ignition propensity
cigarettes, and reduced propensity ignition cigarettes.

Fire Safe Legislation in Other States

e Legislation requiring the sale of only fire-safe cigarettes has passed in 25 states: New York,
Vermont, California, Illinois, New Hampshire, Maine, Massachusetts, Maryland, Kentucky,
Utah, Oregon, New Jersey, Minnesota, Montana, lowa, Texas, Rhode Island, Delaware,
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Connecticut, Louisiana, Alaska, North Carolina, Virginia, Indiana, and Idaho. In 2003, New
York became the first state to enact a law requiring all cigarettes sold in the state to be fire-safe.’
The law went into effect in 2004. In 2005, Vermont and California approved legislation
adopting New York’s standard and requiring all cigarettes sold within both states to be fire-
safe.'” All subsequent state laws have adopted New York’s standards for fire safety.

e Legislators in more than a dozen other states have introduced legislation to require that only fire-
safe cigarettes be sold in those states."'

Fire-Safe Cigarettes Do Not Significantly Increase Costs

e Prior to the implementation of fire-safe standards in New York, the National Institute of
Standards and Technology (NIST) issued a report that estimated the cost impact of the New
York standard on cigarette pricing.'> The NIST estimated that the cigarette modifications would
increase costs to consumers minimally, if at all (at most $0.10 per pack).13

e Following the implementation of the New York standard, the Harvard School of Public Health
compared pre-compliance retail cigarette prices with post-compliances cigarette prices.'* The
study showed no significant increase in post-implementation prices.
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